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The histary compriced in the present volumes,
although strictly gpeaking of an ecclesiastionl
character, way bo considered as fdentical with the
political histary of France for a periodl of not less
than balf s century, 1t embraces the time from the ne=
cession of Francis I in 1313, 1o the death of Charles
IX. in 1574, at which epoch the deetrines of the
Reformation had Secoms well-grounacd in France,
ond the Hogaenots had ontgrown the fochlenes of
Infaney and stood s a distinet awd powerful body
before the religions world, In preporing the
Yearned and elaborate work, which will agive the
name of the author an honorable place on the dis-
tingnished list of American historians, Profesor
Parrd has made o judicions use of the researohes
and discoveries whieh, during the last thirty years,
Thave shed a frosh light on the History of Franoe at
the ern of the Reformation, Among the awmple
stores of knowledge which Liave been laid open to
his inguiries are the wrchives of the prineinal
eapitals of Earope, which have been thoroaghly
explored  for the first time during that
period.  Noumerous wmanuscripts of greal valne,
for the most part unknown to the learned
wotld, huve lbeen rescued from  olsonrity.
At the side of the volnminons chromeies
lang sivoe printed, a rich abunlance of contown-
porary correapordenca aml hitherto fnedited me-
moirs hns acoamnlated, which afford & enplons eol-
tection of life-like and trustworthy views of the
past. The secrets of diplomaey have been revealed,
The official statements drawn np for the public
1y Bow be tested by the more frathfnl and ungnand-
o) accounts ronveyed In cipher toall the foreign
eonris of Barope,  OF uot less importnnes, nerhiaps,
thay the offlcial pablications are the froits of private
research, among which are several valuable onllec-
tions of origival dosnnents.  While the author bas
pot failed to enrich his pages, with the materials
derived from these nnd similar sonrces, he has made
& carefol and pationt study of the host uf original
ehronteles, bidorins, and kindred  productions
whicn bave loag been more or less fawiliar to the
worlil of lettars, The frults of kis stndions Inbors,
a= proseniod 1o these volumes, attest his diligenee,
his Hdelity, his equipome of judgment, Lis fnirmess
of mind, Lis olearness of perception, sud Lis ne-
earmry of statement,

Briefly tonching npon some of the important
points disenssed by Professor Buird, we shull enabls
onr readers to sppreciate the soundness of his treat-
nienl aud the intorest of his naroative.  Among the
yopular spronents of' the Chureh of Rowe prior to
the Reformation, the anthor mves a rapid sketeh of
the Cailiars or Albigouses, of which sect or sects the
origin, he remarks, is obscare ard uncertaiu, aml
the =«
gistent or irerediile. There remains scarcely on
authentie exposition of the belief for which they
erconntersd doath with heroie fortitude.  The vee-
ord of their faith and solf-devotion has been pre-
gt omly in the chronicles of hostile peclesinsticos.
But there is no donbt that a targe nowber of men
and women,quiet and peaceatile in their disposition,
and Lonest in their ives, continned through a long
sorivs of veors o protest against the worship of
saints aud aueels, nod the fuventions of a corrmpt
elmreh. Strange doctrinal  errors, ns Professor
Baird  aftirios, fonnd a foothold in parts at least of
the extensive tormtory in Bonthern Franee ooeupiod
by the Albigenses, Oriental dnalism probably dis-
tignred Lhe creed of porcions of the seet.  The belief
of wiliors searcely diffeped from that of the less nu-
merons Waddenses of Provenee or of their brethren
of the valleys of Piedmont. But the progress of the
Albigenses darioug the latter part of the twelfth cen-
tury affardsa remarkable anticipation of tue revolt
of the Freneh mind aguinst the pricstly despotism
that ceushied s}l freedom of thought, which three
hundred years liter sprang np on the same soil, nud
Uwrre the most abundant frait,

With the suppression of the Albigenses, there was
no fattier open popular protest sguinst the ervors of
e Clinreh antil the period of the Reformation, The
name of Poguenots was first applied in 15060 to a
body of *comenuters,” in part religions, in pant
alio politicn), seattered over France fu uncertan
pumbers. The erigin of the title is not known,
Bevorul plansible derivations have been suggested,

bt #!l of them probably equally remote from the
troth, It is most likely that the term srose from
gowe trivial cirevmstance that bas completely
yparsed into oblivion. The rise of the party was
rapld sud noexpected, It sprang up, as it were, in
& nipht, The seed had been sown for nearly forty
yeurs , still the fruit had been comparatively siight;
Vot now the harvest seomed, a8 by a wiracle, to
eover the whole surfoce of the extendod tivhd, The
grains of truth which bad luin lonein an arid soil,
appareutly without hife, now soddenly developad
futo robust vitality. There was not a corner of the
Kingdom m which the germs of Protestant chnrches
were wot found du oconsiderable numbers. In
Yarge tracts of country the luguenots lhad
Lecowis #0 numerons thas they were wo longer
alle, even if they had been so disposed, to
coneeal  thelr yeligions sentiments, nor eontent
10 celebrute their rites in private or noctorual? ss-
pemblios, Among the canses of this sudden devel-
omuont, rofessor Baird refers to the rewarkable
progress of letters in Frauce duriug the previons
forty years. The French language had beeowe the
moat polite of the tongues spoken in Western

“Furope. Thanks to the schools fusterad by the
royul honnty, the publie mind was in some measure
emaucipated from the infloeuce of suparstition, It
peroeived the absurdity of the romantic lives of the
snints with which people hnd formerly been satis-
ficdd.  The protended miracles of the papal churches
and convents were clasely ser timzed, sud the
trckery exposed by whieh a corrapt clergy sought
to maintmun itsell in popular csteem. Next to the
translatron of the Bible, the * Clhristian Inatitutes ™
of Calvin exorted the most powerfnl intluenee. The
elose Jagic of that work and its elear and nervons
sty le tonehied a chord of sympathy iu every French
readar, amd, while eaptivating the ear, wwade a deep
$mpression on the intellect and heart, I'he version
of the Paglms by Marot and Beza, as they were
wafted inta popularity by the novel besnty of the
miusic¢ to which they were sing, proved a powcerful
wid to tho arguments of the theologisn, " They eu-
tered the houso ot the peasaat, aud luvested its
bowely soenes with a calm derived from the eon-
templation of ths bliss of & Heaven where
the flseting distiuctions of the presont shall
melt away, They nperved the hamble ardi-
sau 1o patience and  to the echeerful en-
durauco of ohloguy and reproasch. They attracted
10 the gathering of persecated reformers u the by-
streel, in the rotired barn, or on the open heath or
mountain side, the youth who preferred their
melody and iutelligible words to the jargon of o
pervioe conduated in o tougae mnlerstoml ouly by
the learned. o the voyal court, or rising 1 a loud
chorus from o thousand vo.ces on the crowded
Preaus-eleres, they were winged mosseugers of the
truth, where no other messengers could have found
wtteraues with lwpunity, The purity of hife
of the victims who were put 1o death for their
relion, whea coutrasted with the comvuption of
the clergy and the disolutennss of the conrt, deeply
affected all obaerving aod retdlscting misds, ** The
elarieter and nambors of the religions teachers ex-
erted a powerlul influence on the spvead of Protest-
avt do-trines.  Converts from the Church of Hoe,
wrincipally vrests and wouks, were the frst apos-
tles of the Heformation. Few of them had reevived
sy stenuitic training, vone bad a thorough aequat-
suce with the Bible. But now their plwe was
taken by s brotherhood of theologians, men of in-
telleot and lewrnivg, as well as zealows for the
fuith, Genevia was the nurmsery fromm whick o vigor-
ous stock was transplinted to the svil of France,
The seboot of Calvin and Beza monlded the relig
jous doctripes of France. The young preachers
fevin Lake Lotuay were prowpted by 8 sleru sense
of duty, ee the more powerful sttraction of Divine
love. They emsbraced 8 voeatwon in which poverty,
{atigue, aud almost inevitable death stared them in
the face. Hul they eutered it with intelligence and
eourage, and their uuselfish endoavor met with an
sbundant recompense,

The political ferment was not less active than
the religous. The maw?ut of the Huguenots

ports of their crecd and worship are imeon-

had boen branded as a conspiracy against royal
anthority. A lost of replies was called forth, and
thoir political action was presented in its true light
as nn effort to overthrow the intolerable usurpation
of the Guises. The tyrants were no match for the
patriots in the use of the pen, but it fured il with
the writern, when their secret was discovered. At
this enisis, an illustrions statesman appears wpon
the stage iu the person of Chanecl'or de I' Hopital.
His conuection with Lorraine nt first angnred little
good of bis inflaence, Bat in a fow vears, he gave
ample proof of the integrity of his cliaracter urit
the sagacity of hisplans, He acceptod the highest
judicial post in the kingdom at a eritieal juncture,
not throngh the stirrings of ambition, but from a
sincere destre to serve s conntry, Chancellor de
I Hopital was a person of distingnished presence.
flia augnst bearing produced a deep impression.
His oulm nnd dignified conntenauce hore o striking
reseablance to the features of an ancient Greek
philosophier,  Auother eminent persongov, Admiml
de Coligny, whose name ocenpies a large space in
these volnmes, now beging to be seen’ in a conspic-
nons Hght, He had espoused (he canse of the Prot-
estants a few years before, and soon became promi-
went for his boldness and zeal in its support. At
the suggestion of L'Hopitel and Coligny a conneil
of notables was convened in Fontaiveblean for the
purpose  of devising meuasures to  allay the
existing excitement.  The Monarch apd  u
seleetion from the most powerful nobies and clergy
of Franee were assemibled in the spacions spart-
ments of the Queen Mother, The session opened
with a brief speech from the King, setting forth the
objocts of the convoention. e was followed by
the Chancellor do I"Hopital, who wus less concise in
his statements, insisting thut the disesso of the
State wie notnenrable, if only the cause could be
doteeted, Al a subsequent session, Admiral de Co-
lige:y said that le had recently visited Normaudy,
in purswance of the royal command, to ascertain
the orgin of the commotions, He had dmeaverod
uo feelings of iN-will toward the crown. The ex-
citement wis entirely due to the illegal violenee
with which the people had been treated for the sake
of religion. He asked perwission to presont thie e
titions of the persecuted, who offered to prove that
their doctrines wore in accondance with the teach-
igs of Seripture and the traditions of the primitive
chinret. The King gave los assurance to Coliguy that
e took his sotion in good part, sud that his pre-
vious tidelity was a suflicient pledge of his present
geal. The petitions parported to come from “the
faithinl Christians scattered in various parts of the
kingdomw.,” They sot forth the severity of the perse-
cutions to which the Hucuenots were subjocted;
they begiged for au intermission of the croel mens-
wres whicl had delnged France with bloed; and pro-
fessed @ loyul allegianee to the King whom God hiad
oalled to the throue. This was a pertlous step on
the part of Coligny. His defence of toleration made
Lo Liable to the extreme penaltios which had been
inllictes! on others for much less conrageous uiter-
auces. The vory boldpess of the movement secured
his safoty, whea more timid councils would
pethars buve proved s ruin. Yet the sudi-
ble murmurs of the opposite party announced
their iltl-wiil. The fonrlessuess of the Admiral kin-
dled the courage of the others to a brighter flane.
1t is u slugalar fuct that the most ardent advocates
of toleeation and reform were fonnd on the episco-
pal bench, ® Two of the lay-bishops, Moultue amd
Marcultar, spoke at length infavor of the Huogue-
nots. A startling contrast was drawn between the
means that had been taken to propugate the new
doctrines, and these which had been employe? for
their suppression. For thiviy years, it was satd,
more than three bundred ministers of the purest
and noblest character had been attraciiog disciples
“by the sweet name of Josus continually npon
{beir lips, and had essily gaived over a poople that
were a8 sheop without a shephenl” Meanwhile
popes had boen emgrossod in war: ministors ol
justice had made use of the royal cuactients
sizninst horesy to enrich their own purses ; and
bishops instead of stowing sohicitude for their
tlocks hiad svught ouly to prescrve their revennes,
Forty bishops might be secu at once indulging in
seandalons cxeesses in Paris while the fire was kin-
diiug m ther diocesos. The ectlesiastical oftices
became contemptible when prelates conterred bene-
ficas on their barbers, cooks, and footmen. 1L was
urged thst the Gospel shonld be publistied anid #x-
pounded ; ®ial there should be daily sermons 1 the
palace 3 that the stuglug of pealms ahould take the
place of the foolish songs sung by the maids ot the
Queen; and that no punishment should be inflicted
fur herotical beliefs, when not accompariod by gote
of sedition, The speeches of the bishops mgde
profound impression, and the effect was deopened
by the earuest eloquence of Coligny, whose tura it
was (o udliress the Council on the nexv day. He
would plovige tis life and whatever be held most
dvar that the hatred of the people was not directed
against the Kiug, but bis Ministers, who had sur-
roanded him with a guard as if be needod protec-
tion against Lis loval subjects. He contended that
the petittons of the Hoguenots, whick he had pre-
sented should be grauted ; thoo they sbould be al-
towed tonssemble for the worship of God,the preach-
ing of the Gospel, uind the celebration of the sacra-
ments, The Guises spoke on the eame day in reply to
Coliguy. The Dmke was passionate in his rejoinder,
nud pard little heed to the questions proposed for
deliberation, The Cardinagl was more politie, and
gave no sign of the deadly hatred which from that
tine both brothers cherishiod ajminst Coliguy.

The sudden death of Franeis I, near the end
of the same year (1560), put & stop to the execu-
tion of & widespread plan for the complete ex-
termination of the Huguenots. Had b hived
but & week longer, their roin might perhags
Lave been consummated, Bat the political power
ws transferred, at a single stroke, from the hands
of Franews and Charles of Lorraine to those of
Catharine de Mediel and the King of Navarre. The
Protestants of Paris recognized 1o the event a direct
apswor to their prayers. Never was there a better
opportunity for s prince of the blood to combine
Lis own claims with the canse of justice than now
fell to the kot of Autoine of Navarre. The sceptre
had passed from the hands of a youth of unecertuin
majority to those of & lmf.wlm was incontestally a
winor. Charles, the second son of Heory 11, who
now succeeded his elder brother, wes only ten yeurs
of age, The regency nuguestionably belonged to An-
toioe aa the first prince of the blood. Every seuti-
ment of seif-respect dietated that he shonld assnme
the high rank to which he was entitled by his birth
and that be should protect tue Hugneuots who
tonked up to him ns their nataral defender.  But he
was persundod to cede his regercy to that wily in-
triguer, the Queen Mother, Catharine de’ Medicl, a
foreigner by hirth ana not of royal blood,  For hum.
se11, e mersly retuined the firs: place under hor as
hentenant-general of the kingdom. Antoine was a
person of slugeish, chavgeable. and altogether up-
trasworthy eharacter, Addicted to exerssive sen-
sual indnigence, he was without & trace of energy
of resolution,
Navarre had pieeed himself ectirely in her huuds,
aud that she disposid of ham just as she pleasod.

The position of Catharine was not an easy ops,
She was besot with grave financial difllenltivs, The
Crown was almost hopelessly  involved, Hut tins
wasnot the worst, The kivgdom was ot with
Aissenulong, Two religions weye s‘ll'llrf‘ll;‘. tho one
tor snpaemarce, the other foz reeoguition, Catha-
rine had vo strong religions eonvietions 1o decide
her whieh of the two she should embrace. T'wo
powertul politieal partes were contendmg for the
ascendaoney, that of the princes of the blood, and
that of an swbitions family newly introduced into
the kingdom, In the alwence of any convietions of
right, OCatharine regnnded the success of either as
prejudicial to berown anthority, 8he therefore ‘re-
solved to play off one aguinst the other, in order
thirough their mutoal sutagonist to gnin the com-
mand of both. The situation wus ove of appullivg
difficulty for o woman with no eonsctonmess of
integrity snd devotion to duty, for a womsn who
was nuturslly titnid, aod inelived by education to
resorl for guidacce to judicial astrovemy or wagic
rather than to religion, -

Pasing over the period of the civil wam from
1562 to the peace of Bt Germain in 1570, which
in treated with admirable lucidity and justness of
proportion, in the well-wronght narrative, we come
to the cardmal’ event in the religious history of

Frauce, the wossacre of 8t Bartholomew’s Day fu

It was the Loasst of Catbarine that

1572, to the disoussion of which Professor Balrd
bringsa prolonged study of tho most recent, as well
us the oldest historical nathorities, n singular even-
ness and balanoe of mind, and & coolness of obser-
vation and judgment which is proof against the
biases of party or prejudice, Retracmg s few of
the leading points which are placed by the suthor
in prominent rehef, it appears that for sowe time
previous to the massaore, the relations of the King
(now Chasles 1X,) with Catharime snd Anjou (nfter-
ward Henry Tii.), had suflared a visible ehiuge. Te
1o longer showed his necnstowod respect for his
wother, or his usual kinduess for his brother. This
was aseribed to the influcnee of Coligny. The Ad-
miral was belicved to have made some sinister ex-
pression of them on the mind of the King. From
that moment they davided te got rid of Coligny at
oll hazards. The a'd of the Duchess of Nemours
was reliedd on, a8 she bnd conecived a mortal enmity
against the Admiral, wiom she unjnstly believed
to have ingticated the srsassination of her Hiusband.
Her hatrod on this pecount extended to the wlhole
body of the Hugnenots, She heartily entered into
the projeet of Catharine and Anjon, and hereelf ar-
raneed the details of the plan which was at once (o
be enrried into execution. ** Buch,” suys Professor
Baird, * wis the germ of the mussacre, as yet not
resolved npon, which rapidly developing, was to
involve ile murder of thonsands of innocent
persens thromghout France, In opposition to the
opiiion that beepwe almost universal among the
Protesiants, ond  gained mearly equal currency
among the Catholies—that the butebery had loug
been coutemplated, and that Charles was privy to
it—and potwithsianding the cirenmstances that
soem to give eolor to this opinion, Lam eompelled
to sequiesce in the belief expressed by the Papal
Nuncio, Salviati, who, m his dispatehes written in
cipher 1o the Cardinal Secretary of State, could
cerlgin!y have had no motive to disgnize lus meal
sentiments, and whom it s impossilile to suppose
ignorant of any scheme for the general exiirpation
of the Protestants, had snch a scheme existed for
any consideralle lengthof time: *Astoall the state-
ments that will be made respeeting the firing vpon
the Adwirt]l aud his death, different from that
which I tave written to you, yom will in time find
ont how true (hey are. Mudame, the Regent having
come to be at variance with Nim [the Admiral],
and having decided npon the step a few duyy before,
ennsed im to be fired upon. ‘This was withon! the
knowledge of the King, but with the parbwipation of
the Dike of Anjon, the Duehess of Nemonrs, and her
gomn, the Duke of Guise, If the Admiral had died at
onee, no others would have been sliin, Bat inas.
much a8 he survived and they apprehended that
some great calamity wonld sppear should he deaw
close to the King, they resolved to throw aside
shame, and 1o huave hun killed together with the
rest. Aund this was put into execution that very
night.”

As the hour spproached, Coligny xhibited no
foar of special danger, Others felt alarm. Some
aeted npon their fears, Dark lunts had been thrown
out by the conrtiers, There were rumors of some
mystorions enterprise aflont,  But Cohgny kept at
his post. On Friday morning, August 22, he went to
the Lonvre to nttenid u meeting of the royal conn-
eil, It was between 10 and 11 o'elock, when, se-
cording Lo the primmive nsuge of those days, be leit
the palsee to mtarn home for dinner. Meeting
Cliarles just coming ont of a ehapel in front of the
Louvre lie retnrond with bim to the tennis conrt.
Accompanied by ten or twelve gentlemen, ke agun
set forth, but had hardly procesdsd a hiundr sl paees
when &u arguebuse was fired at Lom from belind
fattice. The shot was well aimed, and micht bave
proved futal, had not the vietim at that very mo-
ment turned a little to one side,  As it was, one of
tlye three balls with which the arqnebuse was loaded,
tovk off o finger of his right band, and another lodged
in bis left arm, makiug a serions wound, He was
carried to e home a tow steps Turther on, aud on
the way replied calmly to n gentleman who had ex-
pressed the fear that the balls were poisoned:
“ Noilhing will nappen bat what it will please God
to order.” The next morning Coligny's physicians an-
pounecd that his wornds were not dangerons,  This
was the signsl for Catharine and Anjon to come to a
tinal deciswon with regand to relieving themselves
from their present embarrassments. Coligny wonld
reeaver, and was likely to be more than ever the
wlal of the Magnenots, to become more than ever
the favorite of the King, In that case the influence
of Catharine nnd her younger son would be Jost ;
espectally if the judicial investigation then in pro-
gress should show that they wero the prime movers
10 the plan of assassination. The Hugmenots, more-
over, were lond in their demands for josties, which
1o guilty consciences sonnded like thieats of retri-
bution. They immeadintely began to ply the King
with armaments, Charles, at last, was won over to
their sude.  From being the friend of Coligny he
beeuine the plice in his murder. It now only
reained to decide upoan the number of the Piot-
estants who Jou!d be iuvolved with him o a cots-
wou destruction, und to complete the arrangements
for the execution of tis plot. How mony and who
were the victims, whose sucrifice was predetermined,
are guestions, says the suthor, which with our
present means of information, we are unable to
answer, We may, however, consider it ostablished
that faucied political exigencies demanded the as-
saxsination of but very few persons; thut personal
hatred added many more; and that a still greater
pumber were wurdered i cold blood siwply (hat the
spoils might enrich the nasassins, To the question:
W st part mast bo sssigned to religions zeail? Pro-
feusor Raird replies, to any true oatirowth of reli-
glon, pone at ull; but much to the depraved moral
teachings of its professsd representatives, The
batred of Protestantism cugendered m the winds of
the people by tradaeing the reforms now bore ity
frait in revolting erimes of every sort; while the
doetrine enforced Ly priests, bighops, sod monks
that obstinate i reties onght to be cxterminated
from the faec of tho earth, permitted many a
Puristan hareher to commit acts from which any but
the most dinbolic naturs wonld otherwise have re-
coiled in horror, It wis on o Sunday morning, the
o4l of Aogest, that the terrible work was
begun in the streets of Paris. Torches and
bluzing lichts bad beem burning all mght in
the . veat  thorughfares. The housea of the
Hugnenots  had  been marked with a white
eruss,  The assassins wore as a badge a white cross
on the hat and a bandkerebief tied about the right
arm. ‘Thesignul for beginuing was @iven by the
great bell on the * Palus de Justice.” Coligny was
one of the earliost victims, The freney that had
fallen on Paris aflerted all clasees alike. Every
feehing of pity seemed to bave been blotied ont,
The weaker sex was uot spared in the universal
carnage, and saffered outrages that were worse
than death. The bodies of the Hugoenot leaders
were laid in a long row and exposed to the derision
and menlts of the comrtiers. The Queen Mother
with a bevy of ladies went gayly duwn the paluce
wiairs to feast their eyes npon the sight of the un-
covered dead, The King, the Quecn Mother, and
their intimate friends seemed to be in an eestaey of
joy. They indulged in boisterous Ianghter as the
reports of the munieipul authoritics from Lonr to
honr bronght tidings of the extent of the massaere,
“The war 15 vow ended in eealits,” they were
heard to sav. *and we shull bevoofortk live m
pesce.”  The curvival of blood which had been
ushered in ou thet fatal Sauduy of Angust con-
tinoed on the suceseding days with little ahates
ment of its fronzied pxettoment,  Parissoon begsn
to resemble a vast charnel homse. The greater part
of the work was done in the first three or four days,
bot 3t wiss not ferminatod for severdd weeks, sl
many a Hogoonol creeping out of s placs of con-
cealment waa wurdered o cold bloed by thice who
coveted his proporty. Several thousand persons
were bitehored 1o Puris )lowe durimg the first few
day s, besides the later vietims ; precisely how many
itisuot easy to Nx with catuinty, The puwber
has been varionsly estimated st from 1,000 to
10,000, and Professor Baird is inelined 1o place the
figure st bhevween 4,000 and 5.000 persons of
wll nges and conditions, The massacte  papidly
extended from Pans to the provinees. There
was & great variely of procedare, showing the sb-
sence of & concerted plan ; but everything tended
to the total destrucuiou of the Huguenots, un olject
which the King had resolved to accomplish, He was
determined that not o single one should, survive to
reprosch bim with what he had doue. Meantime,
the tidings were casried beyond the bouudaries of

Prance, exciting o thrill of delight or a ery of exe.
cration according to the aympathies of thoso to
whom they eame. Nowhere was the surprise grea.er,
or the joy more intense than in Rome. Pope Gregory
had born very sceptical in rogard to Lhe intentions
of the French Court. But the news of {the masacro
removed the doubt., It was receivel as u signal
Wlessing for the Roman See. A jubileo was pubiished
for the whole Christian world ; the caunen of Ban
Angelo was fired as a gigoal of victory over the ene-
wies of the Chureh ; and for throe snccessive nights
there was & goneral ilwnipation. A medal was
struck in Lonor of the event, and pictures were
patuted in the Vatican palacs, by the order of the
Pape, ropresenting different scenes lu the Parisian
massacre, Dut in the eyes of the world, Charles
1X. stood convicted of an iufamons crime. No in-
geuious sophistry, no barefaced perversiom of facts,
could elear him in the judgment of impartial men
of cither creed, from the guilt of an unparalleled
bLatehory af his subjocts

Professor Baird briofly, but elearly, disengses “the
historieal question whicl still agitates the world,”
“ pespecting the extent to which the Roman Chureh
and the Pope, in particular, wust bo held respouai-
ble for the Massacre of St. Bartbolomew™s Doy In
snswer to this inquiry, the author aflinns that so
far s Queen Catharine was concersed, ns is ad-
mitted by all, no zesl for religion controlied Lher
condnet, A dissolute and ambitions woman, and
alinost an avowed atheist, she could uot have acted
from a belief that it was ber duty to extermioate
heresy,  But it can searcely be doubied that
ameng her inferior ageuts thero wers soms who
thought they glorified God by ridding the world of
the coemies of his Charch, The number of (hese
assassius from religious motives, bowever, musl
have bean small compared with the multitude fo
whom religion was merely s pretext, while oupidity
or partisan batred was the real motive, hni who
still derived thelr incentives from the lescons of the
priests, who in countenspeing nssasination must
b heid no less responsibils for the crimes of this
class of persons than for the odinm of mom sincere
devotoes.  Bat whether the Queen Mother and
the King's Ministers wers honest, or were Roman
Catholics, or were, ia faet, Chintatians only in name,
is not essential to the question. I the Pope bad for
years urged the suppression of  heresy by
the annililation of the herotios, if he hoad familisr-
ized the minds of King and Queen with the thoughi

of Justifiuble massacre, it i of little im-
portance to  mecertain  whether  lia  pupils
executed the injunction from a pore de-
sire  to  promote the interests  of  the

Papal 8ee, or with more selfish designs, Dat the
course pursued darog the entire pountificate of
Pins V. was of the character shove desenibed, To
his last breath, Pepe Pius retained the samue thirst
for the blood of the heretica of Franee. It was lis
standing order to the commander of the papal
troops in the service of Charles that every haretie
who fell mto bis hunds should at once bo pot to
deatl, With sach continual papal exhortations to
bloodshind, we can searcely hesitate, siys the
anthor, to find the head of the Roman Catholie
Church guilty, if not of devising the e s of its
execttion, of paving the way for the commission of
the erime, < Without the teachings of Pius V.,” he
remarks, “ the conspiracy of Catharime aml Anjon
would linve been almost impossible. Without the
preaching of priests and frine ot Lent and Ad-
vent, the passions of the populi co eould vot have
been influmed to such & piteh as to render it capu-
Wle of perpetrating atroeities, which will forever
ronder the reign of Charies IX. wfanions in the
French apuels) In recard to the wummber of
Hugnenot victims thronghout Yranee, the suthor
estingates it ot between 20,000, as vovjectured by
Die Thon, and 30,000, a8 stated by Jeao de Sevres,
matead of adopting the extieme views of Sully aml
'erefise, the latter of whom swells the conut of the
slatn to 100,000 wey, wowen, sud claldron,

While the rescarch and well-digested erudition
exhibited in this work are cmineutly creditable to
the learning aud scholaraliip of the author, its liter-
ary execution amply attests the cxcellenco of bis
taste, aud lis jodgment and skl i the 1t o7 com-
position,  He alfects no damty nicelies of siyle, but
Lis grave aud dignified expression i alwavs Incid,
with no sign of haste or eradity  ofien showing a no
loss rewmar apluess o the oliice of words thun
scuteness in the formation of omsion, The maost
conspiencus features of his writing are purity and
foree of diction, with felicity ol arrangement, bul
there are nol infeequent passages in the narrative
equally striking for their stmple beanty and guet
strength. His work is one of the wost important pe-
cent coutributions o American hiteruiare, and is
eniitled to a sineere crecting for its manifold learn-
ing and sehiolarly spirit,
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Evidently the average stock operator has bogun
lis preparations for the expected January * boom,”
Transaetions amounting to 314 484 shares moke
up n inrgoe business for o day in the midst of the
holidays, but such was the business done tosday,
with the rasult of a general advance u the prices of
active stocks rangog from 1 to 3 per cent;  and
this despite the fact that money to-day was harder
thau on any previons day of tius moptl, Dut
then almost overy ono is expecting that after
the new yoar opens money will go begging for bor-
rowers, while the smounts mentioned wineh are to
seck investment are fabulons.  The speenlation to-
day did not run in any particolar class of stocks,
but was well distributed thronghout the list. Erie
svored about one-fifth of the tolal transactions, hut
itw price advanced less than that of some other
stocks which were less  actively  traded
in. Loke Slore aod Michigan Central
attracted their wusoal  share of  attention
and made further firactional advavces, The
granger stocks, including those of 8t Poul amd
sioux City, were notably strong,  Havnibal and St.
Josoph stocks made little improvement, while thoso
of Iron Mountam, the Wabashes.and Missouri, Kau-
sas apd ‘Texas rose from 112 to 2% per cent. The coal
stoeks also were higher, but their advances wers
dus mote to the small ofierings of stocks thau to
any netive demand from buyors other thaw for the
= ahort * account, Telegraph stocks were strong,
and Pacifie Mail rose to 37L@197.

The fival changes from ibe closiog prices Satnr-
day sre as follows; Advanees—Chesapenke and
Ohio and Moriis wod Essex each, 353 C., C, and L
(., and Louisville and Nashville, ench 1 ; Nortli-
west preforred, % (., C., C. and [, Alton and
Terre Hante, Rock Island, s5t. Paul proferred,
Delaware and Hudson, Indianapolis, Cincionatl
and* Lafayetts, and 8t, Lonts and Ban Francisco
first preferred, each Hannibal nnd St
Joseph  aud St. Louls and Ban  Prancieco,
each ®s: Canada Southern and  TLako Shore,
ench % Haonibal sud Bt Josenh  pre-
ferred, Michigan Central, Northern Pacific and
Frin preferred, ouch %53 New-York Elevated and
pin and San Frouciseo areferred, ench oue ;
Northern Pacifie  prelerred, Wobash and
1 Undon, each 135 ; Nov hwest and Deluware,

una amd Wesiern, esch 1% Atlantie and
Pacitie Telograpl, 1% 3 Chicago, &t Panl and Min-
neapolis, Matropohitan Elevated, New-Jersey Ceu-
tral, Oboo and Misaissippl profetred, Wabash pre-
foriod and Pacitic Maily easch 1ly; Bt Paual, 1065
Mohile and Otuo, 14 ; Missouri, Kansas and Texas,
17a; Manhattan Elevated, and 8¢, Paul and Sloux
City, ench 23 Nushville, Chattanoogn and St
Louis, 42la; lron Mountain, 2%; 8t. Pual
amdd  Bioux (‘irf prefirred 33 and  Leadin
g per cent. Doelines—1lines Central and Centra
ant Hudsou epch 1y ; Coboago aud Alton, 19 and
Cleveland wmd Pittsbuig, 8 per cent,

The market closed excited and stoong, *
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Government bods were dull but tlirm with_an
advance of 1y pereent for the 4 per cents, The
basuess gt the boards tnclnded 825,000 coupon
s of 1881 at 107 %, 15,000 coupons at 1085 and
30,000 coupous 4> 1t 104%. At ihe close tho mue-
Kot was elroug st the annexed yuotations:
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